Stories of History
and Freedom
Art That Tells Stories

Teacher’s Guide – Grades 9-12

Contact: Patriot Plaza Tour Manager
Arts and Cultural Alliance
Email: education@sarasotaarts.org
Tel: 941-365-5118, x301
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WELCOME
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

The Arts and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County invites you to bring your students
to Patriot Plaza at the Sarasota National Cemetery. FREE standards-based school
tours provide students in Grades 4-12 the opportunity to learn about veterans,
American history, and citizenship through stories and art. What better way to
honor the men and women who served than to present the timeless, yet specific,
stories of service and sacrifice through the creative imaginations of great artists.
Learning Materials provide educators with tools they need to bring Patriot Plaza
learning into the classroom.
SEE the new amphitheater and plaza featuring large outdoor artworks.

EXPLORE the meaning of American symbols such as blue and gold stars, laurel
leaves, the American bald eagle, service ribbons, service medallions, and more.

EXPERIENCE sixty-five documentary photographs from the Civil War to the present
in etched glass or printed in fired enamel on steel plates for archival permanence.
TOUR the amphitheater that seats 2,800, marvel at five majestic artworks, and walk
across a global map sandblasted in granite.
ENJOY the open air museum and the opportunity to learn about veterans, their
sacrifices, and their stories.

VISIT to discover more about the U.S. military, military families, American history,
and one’s own place in the world.
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TOUR DESCRIPTIONS
The Arts and Cultural Alliance offers guided school and adult tours on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays throughout the year, except for federal holidays
•

Grades 4-6

•

A Language Arts study using Patriot Plaza art helps your students learn the American
values of honoring service, inspiring patriotism, and embracing freedom! The tour of
Patriot Plaza will focus on Language Arts and Visual Art standards and allow students
to interpret vocabulary and engage in text complexity. Easy to implement activities that
encourage writing and critical thinking are provided to teachers. After the visit to
Patriot Plaza you may choose to hire teaching artist Ellen Goldberg Tishman to create
mosaics with your students in an artist residency.

•

Engage your students’ emotional, patriotic, and historical awareness with a focus on
Civics, Veterans, and the patriotic holidays of Veterans Day and Memorial Day. What
are the branches of the military and the responsibilities of citizens? The tour addresses
Social Studies, Visual Art, and Language Arts standards. After the visit to Patriot Plaza
you may choose to hire teaching artist Ellen Goldberg Tishman to create mosaics with
your students in an artist residency.

Grades 7-8

Grades 9-12

STORIES OF HONOR AND DEDICATION

STORIES OF PATRIOTISM AND INSPIRATION

STORIES OF HISTORY AND FREEDOM

View art and analyze Witness to Mission photos that reflect the historical themes of the
changing roles of the USA in global conflicts, social institutions and movements, and
cultural values. Students will examine the conflicts from the Civil War to Afghanistan
and the impacts on U.S. military personnel, their families, and our country. End of
Course tested standards across several U.S. History units are covered, as well as
Language Arts and Visual Art.
All of the Patriot Plaza tours are listed as Explorations on EdExploreSRQ.com. This website
is managed by the Sarasota County Schools and supported by The Patterson Foundation. It
promotes experiential learning opportunities provided by community organizations and
teaching artists for K-12 students. It is available to all public and private schools in
Sarasota and its surrounding counties. All Explorations are closely aligned to Florida
Standards.
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FLORIDA STANDARDS FOR GRADES 9-12
Grades 9-12

SS.912.A.1.4, SS.912.A.1.7, SS.912.A.2.1, SS.912.A.2.4, SS.912.A.4.5, SS.912.A.4.8, SS.912.A.4.10,
SS.912.A.5.9, SS.912.A.5.10, SS.912.A.6.1, SS.912.A.6.3, SS.912.A.6.4,
SS. 912.A.6.8, SS.912.A.6.12, SS.912.A.6.13, SS.912.A.6.14, SS.912.A.7.3, SS.912.A.7.4, SS.912.A.7.5,
SS.912.A.7.7, SS.912.A.7.8, SS.912.A.7.9, SS.912.A.7.11, SS.912.A.7.15, SS.912.A.7.17,
LAFS.1112.L.3.6, LAFS.1112.RH.1.2, LAFS.1112.SL.1.1, LAFS.1112.R.1.2, LAFS.1112.RI.1.2,
VA.912.C.1.2, VA.912.C.1.4, VA.912.C.1.6

SARASOTA NATIONAL CEMETERY
Sarasota National Cemetery is a 295-acre United States National Cemetery located in
Sarasota County, Florida. Burials began at the cemetery in January 2009.
Address: 9810 State Road 72, Sarasota, FL 34241
Office Hours/Administration Building:
8:00AM – 4:30PM Monday – Friday
Closed on federal holidays.

Visitation Hours: Open daily from sunrise to sunset.

Directions: Take I-75 to exit 205 (Clark Road); travel east four miles (toward Myakka River
State Park); the cemetery site is on the right.
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PATRIOT PLAZA AND LUNCH

The 2,800-seat ceremonial amphitheater “Patriot Plaza,” donated by The Patterson
Foundation of Sarasota, was dedicated June 28, 2014. Every Tuesday at 10:00am there is a
guided Public Tour for the general public. Group tours and school tours may be scheduled
on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday each week. To request a tour call the Arts
and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County, 941-365-5118, x301 or email
education@sarasotaarts.org.
The visitor who enters Patriot Plaza, traverses the walkways, and sits in the amphitheater
will encounter an outdoor museum of contemporary art. It is a community gathering place
for celebrations, as well as commemorations. It is not a memorial. That is the function of
the cemetery itself. Yet memory prevails when people gather to honor veterans for past
service, and to celebrate the legacy and tradition of the military in which they served.

LUNCH WHEN VISITING PATRIOT PLAZA

Picnic lunches are not allowed on the grounds of any National Cemetery. Patriot Plaza is
part of Sarasota National Cemetery.

Before or after your tour and visit, you are welcomed to stop at Twin Lakes Park, a Sarasota
County Park that is open to the public. It is located at 6700 Clark Road (State Road 72),
Sarasota, FL 34241. This park is approximately 2 miles west of Sarasota National Cemetery.
You may reserve the picnic pavilion at the park for $90.00 (4 hours) by calling 941-8619930. You are also welcomed to stop by and use the pavilion for free if no one has reserved
it. It is often not booked at lunch time during school hours. If you would like to have lunch
at Twin Lakes Park, call them once your tour is booked. Check to see if the pavilion is
reserved on your tour date. If it is not reserved, you will know that you may be clear to use
it for free on the day of your tour. Be sure to check again, the day before your tour. There
also may be other county parks available to you that are on your route to or from your
school site.
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CHAPERONE AND BUS DRIVER INFORMATION
Chaperones play a vital role in making sure students have an enjoyable, safe time during
their visit. Please use the following guidelines when selecting chaperones:
•

•

•

The Arts and Cultural Alliance
requires one adult chaperone
for every 10 students.
Chaperones should not bring
younger children and should
stay with the students in their
groups at all times.
We ask that chaperones assist
with encouraging student
engagement, monitoring
behavior, and adhering to the
group’s schedule.

Directions to Sarasota National Cemetery: From I-75, take Exit 205. Drive east 4 miles on
Clark Road (State Road 72). Sarasota National Cemetery is on the right.

Bus Unloading:

30 minutes before the Tour begins: Stop at the Sarasota National Cemetery Administration
Building to allow the students to use the public restrooms if needed.
10 minutes before the Tour begins: Drop the students off at the Entrance to Patriot Plaza.
The Guides will greet the students, teachers, and chaperones.
Bus parking:

After dropping the students, continue
on the road around Patriot Plaza. Park
in the extra long parking spaces behind
the amphitheater.

Bus Loading:

Pick up students at the Entrance to
Patriot Plaza.
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PATRIOT PLAZA STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Respect everyone and everything around you. Follow any posted rules.
You are permitted to touch the artwork in a respectful manner.
Please do not make loud noises and keep your voice low out of respect. Burial
services may be in progress when you visit the cemetery.
Turn all cell phones OFF and put them away. (Unless you have special
permission)
No music is allowed to be played, even with ear buds.
No food or drinks are permitted except water.
Pay attention to the Guide and ask thoughtful questions.
You may hear a gun salute during a burial service; please act appropriately.
Stand quietly, head bowed in reverence; you may continue with activities after
the third volley.
You may hear “Taps” being played following a burial. If you hear this, stop all
activity and stand quietly, head bowed in reverence. You may continue with
activities at the completion of the music.
Use pencils only if you are drawing or taking notes.
Do not litter; please use one of the many receptacles provided.
Leave backpacks on the bus.

We thank you in advance for providing
the respect our Veterans are due by
observing the above listed rules. Our
nation’s heroes, some of whom gave
their lives for this country, deserve no
less than a pristine landscape to honor
their final rest.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Your visit with your students to
Patriot Plaza will be interesting and
informative. Please check the
RESOURCE Guide for Grades 9-12 for
websites, student handouts, and
worksheets. The visit for students in
Grade 9-12 focuses on Social Studies,
including American History from the
Civil War to 2010, vocabulary, and
documentary photography.

Pre and Post Activity Menus and Resources will
help you to prepare your students for a visit to
Patriot Plaza. Upon arrival, you and your students
will be greeted by Guides who are veterans, or have
family members who are veterans. Your tour will
include information about the Sarasota National
Cemetery, national cemeteries, and the history of
Patriot Plaza. Additionally, your students will view
and discover the meaning of five large works of
public art and a global map sandblasted in granite.

9

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Patriot Plaza at the Sarasota National Cemetery

Sarasota National Cemetery is one of nine national cemeteries currently in Florida. The
295-acre site in Sarasota will serve veterans’ needs for the next 50 years. The first burials
at Sarasota National Cemetery were in January 2009. The Community Dedication of Patriot
Plaza took place in June 2014 and tours began shortly after.

Sarasota National Cemetery is designed to serve as a place of peace and reflection for
veterans’ families. The Patterson Foundation partnered with the Department of Veterans
Affairs - National Cemetery Administration to create the ceremonial amphitheater and art
installations. Patriot Plaza honors veterans, inspires patriotism and embraces freedom
with seating for 2,800 and art installations illustrating the service and sacrifice of America’s
heroes and military families.
Patriot Plaza is a place for the living to honor
and celebrate. The art installations tell stories.
It showcases the military experience which is
consistent through time and yet changing. Four
artists were commissioned to create the art
that honors and celebrates veterans and their
families. This art collection is unique to
national cemeteries – it introduces
documentary photography for the first time.
The words and images of veterans and their
families will speak to future generations
through this art in perpetuity.

Patriot Plaza’s design was honored in June 2016 at the American Institute of Architects
(AIA) Gulf Coast Design Awards Gala. Patriot Plaza won the Juried and People’s Choice
Spirit of Sarasota architecture awards in this local-level competition. Additionally, it was
voted in July 2016 as one of the top three winning buildings recognized in the Florida
Association of the AIA People’s Choice Competition, a state- level competition. Gary Hoyt, of
Hoyt Architects in Sarasota, is the design architect.

HONOR SERVICE • INSPIRE PATRIOTISM • EMBRACE FREEDOM
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TOUR LOGISTICS FOR GRADES 9-12
The time of the field trip for Grades 9-12 is 10:30 am – 12 pm.

A Guided Tour is provided for 90 minutes. During the tour students will take notes using
provided note pages. See the RESOURCE Guide for Grades 9-12, pages 12-15 of this
document.

The Arts and Cultural Alliance will provide the note taking sheets, pencils and clipboards
for your students to use during the tour. The Guides will lead the tour; teachers and
chaperones are expected to assist students.
The maximum number of students who may participate in a tour per day is 60. Six
adults must accompany 60 students. There will be four student groups experiencing
the tour simultaneously. Each group will have 15 or less students. Each group will
have a Guide and at least one chaperone from the school (teacher or parent).
Your school may book tours on multiple days.
The maximum number of buses at Patriot Plaza per day is two.

There is funding available to pay for buses.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT
Instructional Questions for Grades 9-12
What is Patriot Plaza?

What is a national cemetery?

How was President Lincoln involved with National Cemeteries?
How do artworks and photographs tell stories?
What is the role of the U.S. Military?

What major conflicts has the U.S. Military been involved in since 1860?

Who are veterans and why are they and their families important?
What is photojournalism and its impact upon our history?

How has military life changed and/or stayed the same since 1860?
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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY MENU
What is Patriot Plaza? What is a national cemetery?
How was President Abraham Lincoln involved with national cemeteries?
How do artworks and photographs tell stories?

1. Ask the class to discuss/brainstorm what patriotism means to them. This can be
done as partners, small groups, or independently through a “quick write.” Student
responses can be shared with the whole group.

2. Pass out the “Patriot Plaza” article (RESOURCE Guide for Grades 9-12, pages 7-9)
and have the students to conduct a cold read independently. Ask the students to
read the article a second time, annotating text by making comments, writing
questions in the margins, underlining important pieces, etc. (Include other close
reading techniques as needed.)
3. The teacher presents the Pre-Visit PowerPoint about Patriot Plaza, encouraging
partner discussion, whole group discussion, and “quick writes,” etc. This
PowerPoint offers an overview of Patriot Plaza, the history of national cemeteries,
cemetery etiquette, and descriptions and images of the artworks.

4. Send the Letter to Parents and Guardians home with your students as well as the
Military Person Questionnaire (RESOURCE Guide for Grades 9-12, pages 10-11).
Ask students to share information from the Questionnaire with the class, if they
wish. Invite a student’s family member who has served in the military to your
classroom to speak.
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VISIT TO PATRIOT PLAZA
Once you have selected and implemented some Pre-Visit Activities, your class will
participate in a guided tour at Patriot Plaza.

The bus will be met at the Sarasota National Cemetery Visitor Center by Patriot Plaza
Guides. They will direct you regarding the restroom facilities and disembarking at Patriot
Plaza.

During the tour, the Guides will lead students and teachers/adult chaperones to each art
installation, as well as provide information about Sarasota National Cemetery, the creation
of Patriot Plaza, and the themes of: Honor Service, Inspire Patriotism, and Embrace
Freedom.
Students will experience a 90-minute tour; they will be provided with paper for taking
notes as they learn about each of the installations (RESOURCE Guide for Grades 9-12,
pages 12-15). The pages will be provided by the Guides (including the loan of a clipboard
and pencil). The completed handouts will be given to the teacher upon leaving and may be
completed at school if necessary.
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POST-VISIT ACTIVITY MENU
1. The teacher presents the Post-Visit PowerPoint of Patriot Plaza and discusses with

the class what was seen and learned while on the tour.

Students can refer to the notes they took while on the tour to reflect upon what they
saw and learned while at Patriot Plaza. (RESOURCE Guide for Grades 9-12, pages
12-15)
Following the Post-Visit PowerPoint presentation, the teacher and students can
discuss the questions below, or use one or more of them as writing prompts:

a) What did you see and hear while at Patriot Plaza? What did it mean to
you?
What is the role of the U.S. Military?
Students may refer to their notes to remember more of the details of what
they experienced to support their comments or writing. (RESOURCE Guide
for Grades 9-12, pages 12-15)
b) What was your favorite photograph in Witness to Mission? Why? What
story, feeling, or idea was the artist communicating in this photo?
Students should give evidence for why a particular photo was selected by
them as their favorite.
c) Who are veterans and why are they and their families important?
Students should remember the Patriot Plaza Guide that provided their tour
and what he/she explained about his/her connection to the military either as
a veteran (military branch served in; time period served) or as a family
member of a veteran.
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What is photojournalism and its impact upon our history? How has military life
changed and/or stayed the same since 1860?
2. The activities below use 24 of the 49 photographs in Witness to Mission.
The photographs are provided in the RESOURCE Guide for Grades 9-12, pages 2168.
One set of photos has only one photo per page. The second set of photos features
one photo per page with a description of that photo, the same description provided
at Patriot Plaza.

Activities:
a) Arrange the photos in chronological order using the photos with no
descriptions. Students can check the correctness of their order by comparing
them with the photos that include descriptions.
b) Group the photographs by the name of the war or conflict:
• American Civil War 1861-1865
• World War I 1914-1918
• World War II 1939-1945
• Korean War 1950-1953
• Vietnam War 1965-1973
• War in Afghanistan 2001 – present
• Iraq War 2003-2011

c) Arrange the photos to illustrate the following words or phrases: happiness,
nurses working, injuries of war, homesickness, dangerous missions, sacrifice,
war, family support, and celebration. What other words or phrases can be
illustrated by two related photographs? These choices are based on opinion.
Students should justify their opinions with evidence. (Use either set of
photos.)

3. Research the history and meaning of Veterans Day and Memorial Day. (See
RESOURCE Guide for Grades 9-12 page 6, for primary source websites and
articles about these two patriotic holidays.)

16

CONTACT INFORMATION

Thank you for visiting Patriot Plaza with your students! If you would like to write a thank
you note to the volunteer Guides at Patriot Plaza, mail them to:
Patriot Plaza Tour Manager
Arts and Cultural Alliance
1226 N. Tamiami Trail, Suite 300
Sarasota, FL 34236

This field trip and Exploration learning experience is managed
by the Arts and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County.
This Exploration is implemented through support and
collaboration with the Sarasota National Cemetery and
Any Given Child Sarasota.
This learning opportunity is an Exploration
listed on EdExploreSRQ.com and supported
by The Patterson Foundation.
17

