
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
The commission opportunity begins with a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) that will expand to a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) at a later date for qualified semi-finalists.

RFQ AT A GLANCE

Contact Nicole Carroll: nicole@codaworx.com
Phone: (845) 657-2439

$400,000 
Commission Opportunity

Commissioned by
Citizens of Sarasota, Diversity Committee

Sarasota 
Florida

January 7, 2020
Deadline to submit: January 7,2020
5 pm EST (-6GMT)

“A piece to invite reflection of the City of 
Sarasota’s path to inclusivity of its racial, ethic, 
disabled and LGBT minorities to a fully inclusive 
future.”

PUBLIC ART for WATERFRONT PARK 
CELEBRATING DIVERSITY TO REFLECT 
SARASOTA’S JOURNEY TO INCLUSIVITY 

The Diversity Committee of Sarasota, FL is seeking an 
artist to create a significant commemorative art project 
for Bayfront Park in downtown. The intent of the artwork is 
to give the local community and tourists an opportunity to 
reflect on the City’s path to inclusivity. A path which 
honors all citizens of diverse racial, ethnic, disabled and 
LGBT minorities to a fully inclusive future. 

The artwork tells the story of the struggle of the City of 
Sarasota to leave its segregated past through its recent 
journey to be inclusive of its racial, ethnic, disabled and 
LGBT minorities to a fully inclusive future. Artwork shall 
reflect intensity, emotion and certainty of its efforts. 
Artwork and the site encourage contemplation. 

City of Sarasota’s path to leave its segregated past 
through its recent journey to adopt a formal Human Rights 
ordinance was intense and driven by strong emotions. The 
determination of a few have forged this difficult path 
beginning with desegregation in 1961.  In the City of 
Sarasota 33% of its citizens identify as LGBT.
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It is the desire of the City Commission to foster and encourage the growth and development 
of the City of Sarasota in a manner that will assure all persons an equal opportunity to live free 
of discrimination. The Human Relations Board was established to promote and encourage fair 
treatment and equal opportunity for all persons.  

https://www.sarasotafl.gov/government/city-auditor-and-clerk/advisory-board-listings/human-relations-board-summary
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RFQ KEYWORDS

CONTEMPLATIVE

CELEBRATION

DETERMINATION

RESILIENCE

EMOTION

COMMEMORATIVE

INTENSITY

As with many communities in America, the City of Sarasota 
began its battle with discrimination in the 1950s subsequent to 
the Supreme Court’s decision desegregating schools. A racially 
divided community was suddenly faced with integrating white 
and African-American students. That created stress for both the 
students and the community. But, it’s beaches were also 
segregated and integration of them wasn’t easy and, in fact, 
took many years. Even Sarasota City Commission was not 
integrated until a lawsuit forced the issue so that election 
districts were configured to allow a candidate from its 
African-American community to be successfully elected.

Women were finally able to take leadership roles in the City’s 
government in the 1980s and 90s and have played an 
important part in the City’s success in achieving equality goals 
since then. They now play a large role in local banking, 
business, arts and government. In fact, there have even been a 
majority of women on the Sarasota City Commission several 
times.

Sarasota’s City Charter has had non-discrimination provisions in it for many years, but in the early 
2000s, a small group of gay men convinced the City Commission to place a Charter amendment on the 
ballot in 2002 adding sexual orientation as  a protected class. That passed with a favorable vote of over 
70% of the City’s citizens. In 2003, the City Commission adopted implementing legislation. A Human 
Relations Board was also created to enforce the non-discrimination provisions of the law. This 
legislation was adopted unanimously by the City Commission. In 2014, gender identity and expression 
were added to this Human Rights Ordinance.

The arts have always played an important role in the tolerance and inclusiveness characteristic of the 
City’s behavior socially and legislatively. Beginning with John Ringling in the 1920s, the arts brought 
diverse people and ideas to this community which have encouraged acceptance of differences through 
most of its modern history. The City now leads southwest Florida in its willingness to accept diversity 
amongst its people. This artwork represents and commemorates that tradition of inclusiveness, 
tolerance and acceptance that differences among people leads to innovative thinking, creative 
approaches to problem solving, a willingness to listen, embrace and appreciate all-people who live in, 
and share a place in our community to others.
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Guidelines

This significant art commission will garner much attention. The exterior artwork will commemorate 
and celebrate the lives of the minority segments of the City of Sarasota’s citizens. The artwork must 
evoke contemplation and offer visitors the opportunity to reflect on the City’s vibrant fabric made up 
of citizens of diverse racial, ethnic, disabled and LGBT backgrounds, and to honor their contributions 
to the City’s vibrant fabric.
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Site Plan

Bayfront Park is in downtown Sarasota and as the name would indicate, on the bay. It 
features a half-mile paved walking loop that offers lots of benches along the way to 
enjoy the spectacular view of the water, as well as the Ringling Bridge and St. 
Armand’s in the distance. Art is displayed along the trail, and kids are seen climbing 
around the base of Banyan trees. The walk takes you past the marina with boats and 
yachts to admire. Spectacular views of Sarasota Bay (with occasional dolphin 
sightings) and downtown makes this a very inviting, active park for family picnics and 
the like.

 

DIVERSITY PUBLIC ART PIECE SITE
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Site Plan

 

        Looking North                                              Looking South

Media 

                     Looking East
                    Looking West

The artwork will be an outdoor environmental project of sculptural expression that may 
incorporate the landscape.

Possible media include but are not limited to architectural glass, architectural metal, 
stone/ceramics/mosaics, decorative paving, landscape + water, experiential, and 
sculpture.
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About the Commission
The City of Sarasota has granted a beautiful site along Bayfront Park for this significant commission. 
A diverse group of citizens has established a diversity committee, led by Ken Shelin, to review artist 
submissions and interview finalists.

Budget and Funding
The budget for the artwork is $400,000.  The budget includes artist fees/expenses, final
design, fabrication, installation costs, engineering costs, and insurance costs. The City has 
committed to pay for site landscaping. The artist is required to include a lighting design in their 
proposal. Please budget for purchasing and installing the lights. Qualifying artists may be 
interviewed via a web-based video conferencing platform such as Gotomeeting, prior to being 
invited to create a design proposal. Semi-finalists will receive an honorarium of $1,000 to develop 
and present a final proposal.

Timeline

Qualifications
Professional artists and teams of artists who have experience managing, designing and completing 
site-specific art commissions with a budget over $25,000 within the past five (5) years are eligible; or 
those who can demonstrate equivalent skills and experience.

Selection Criteria

 Quality of work samples.

 Artistic Aesthetic.

 Demonstrates the ability to work collaboratively with planning groups.

 Demonstrates the ability to design a site-specific work.

Applications accepted October 29, 2019

Deadline to apply January 7, 2020

Artist shortlisted + 
video interviews

January 2020

Semi-finalist notified January 2020

Proposal deadline February 2020

Finalist artist selected February 2020

Project installation Late 2020 - Early 2021

www.codaworx.com



Submission Instructions and Materials

Applications accepted through the CODAworx RFP Portal:
https://www.codaworx.com/rfp-toolkit/rfp/title-of-project-here
1. Sign up for a free account to submit your application.
2. You may return to your application before it is submitted by clicking the portal link above or by
clicking your name in the top right and selecting “RFP Dashboard”.

Required information for this application:

Résumé/CV
Submit a brief, current résumé or CV including
1. Contact information
2. Your website
3. Previous relevant art commissions
4. Design team experience
5. Exhibitions, awards, grants
6. Education
7. References. Please include at least three (3) art and/or design professionals who have detailed
knowledge of the artist’s work and working methods, including fulfilling deadlines, working with the
community, etc. Include contact name, organization, address, telephone, and email for each 
reference.

Letter of Interest
Please include the following:
1. Name, address, telephone, email, and website for all artist/design team members.
2. Your interest in this project and your experience working on comparable projects,

a. Include your experience with architectural and engineering project teams.
b. Include your philosophy on public art, its integration into surrounding environment and
how your work and experience will complement this project.
c. Please describe your eligibility with the multiple criteria for this project from the Selection
Criteria section of this RFQ.

Artwork Images
In the “Images of Your Work” section of your application on CODAworx, please submit at least three 
(3) and up to five (5) different completed artworks or past commissions. For each completed artwork, 
you will be prompted to upload a single, main image and specify the title of the artwork, location, 
budget (USD), year completed, medium, and dimensions.

You have the option to provide more images and information for your completed artwork by 
publishing a CODAworx “project.” With a CODAworx “project” you can include additional images and 
more information about your project or artwork. Follow the link below to publish the additional images 
and information for your application:
https://www.codaworx.com/account/project

Images must be JPEG or PNG file format with a minimum of 620px width, a maximum of
1500px, and maximum file size of 5MB.

Slides, prints or any physical submissions of artwork will not be accepted.
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https://www.codaworx.com/rfp-toolkit/rfp/title-of-project-here
https://www.codaworx.com/account/project
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This RFQ is administered and managed using the CODAworx RFP Toolkit, an innovative platform that
streamlines the commissioned art process. Questions about the project or applying on CODAworx 
may be addressed to Nela Kalpic, RFP Specialist at nela@codaworx.com or by calling the office at 
(608) 467-3040.

CODAworx is a global online platform to showcase design projects that feature commissioned
artwork in interior, architectural, and public spaces. The CODAworx RFP Toolkit is designed to aid
commissioning bodies in the process of promoting Requests for Qualifications and Proposals and to
guarantee an applicant pool containing top artists and designers in the industry.

Good luck
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