
 

   
 
 

` 
                                                         
 
 
The Jazz Club of Sarasota is currently in its forty-first year of operation. In a typical season the Jazz 
Club produces more than seventy-five live performances located at more than twenty different 
venues. Due to the on-going health risks resulting from the coronavirus pandemic, the Jazz Club has 
not produced any live events since March 11, 2020. The Club had hoped to resume activity in May of 
2021 by producing a live outdoor jazz festival that would have included all the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) recommended protocols for public gatherings. Unfortunately, by April 
the coronavirus conditions in th Sarasota region were trending in the wrong direction, forcing the 
Jazz Club to postpone the festival until next season. 
 
While the Jazz Club was pained to cancel its festival plans for May, it was confident it made the right 
choice based upon specific safety criteria. These criteria were developed and approved by the JCS 
Board after a careful review of published CDC guidelines and in consultation with a faculty member 
of the University of South Florida College of Public Health. This individual had previously served as 
the State Health Commissioner for the Virginia Department of Health. While the criteria, outlined 
below, were established in preparation for the Jazz Festival, they will continue to provide guidance 
as the Jazz Club plans activities for the 2020-2021 performance season. 
 

Event Planning Criteria 
 
1. Covid Data Trends will be monitored for the Sarasota Metropolitan Region including 

both Sarasota and Manatee counties - 850,000+ people projected by U.S. Census.   
 

2. Daily New Confirmed Cases will average less than (<) 5 cases per 100,000 for seven- 
day period prior and will not be trending upward, or less than (<) 7 cases per 100,000 
and trending downward over the previous two weeks. 

 
3. The Infection Rate will be less than (<) 1.0. That would mean that collectively the 

then current covid infected population is infecting less than one new person each. 
 

4. The Positive Test Rate will be less than 7.0% for the most recent seven-day period 
and will not be trending upward. 

 
5. The Vaccine Inoculation Rate will be greater than (>) 70% for the Sarasota 

Metropolitan Region’s population that is 65 years of age or older. (Now total 
population) 

 
6. The Pre-Festival (pre Jazz Season) Promotional Campaign, including public relations, 

advertising, websites, social media, and ticketing sites, will set a tone that indicates 
the high degree of importance that is given to compliance with all covid mitigation 
policies and practices. 

 
7. The Festival (Jazz Season) Events will strictly enforce all mitigation practices, 

including the use of outside (or well ventilated) venues for performances, social 
distancing, the wearing of masks, temperature taking and the avoidance of cluster 
locations for the sale of CDs, clothing, food & beverages, and new member 
registrations. 


